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Flexibility from Indiana Graduation Requirements in 
Response to COVID-19

2020 Graduating Cohort 

This document is meant to clarify expectations and provide flexibility for school corporations as it relates 
to students in the 2020 graduation cohort. Under this approved flexibility, a school corporation may issue 
an Indiana diploma to a student who: 

1. Has met all of the course and credit requirements for the specific diploma designation based on
a combination of high school credits earned prior to and the courses in which a student was
enrolled as of March 19, 2020, when the Governor issued the statewide school closure order; and

2. Meets any virtual or remote learning participation requirements established by the governing
body of the local school corporation in response to the statewide school closure order issued by
the Governor1; and

3. Meets any additional graduation requirements established by the governing body of the local
school corporation pursuant to IC 20-32-4-1.5(3) prior to the school closure order issued by the
Governor.2

Additional details related to the requirements for a Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors, Core 40 with 
Technical Honors, and General diploma are included later in this memo.  

Graduation Examination & Graduation Pathways 

In addition to the flexibility granted to determine whether a student has met the course and credit 
requirements for the Core 40 diploma, Core 40 with Academic Honors, or Core 40 with Technical Honors, 
the following requirements have been waived for students in the 2020 graduation cohort: 

1. The successful completion of the graduation examination as required in IC 20-32-4-1.5(1); or

2. A graduation waiver pursuant to IC 20-32-4-4 for students who do not achieve a passing score on
the graduation examination.

NOTE: Some students in the 2020 graduation cohort may be pursuing a graduation pathway pursuant to 
IC 20-32-4-1.5 and State Board of Education rule. Given the graduation pathway requirement was an 
alternative to the graduation examination, and the requirement to pass that examination has been 
waived, the student does not have to successfully complete the graduation pathway in order to earn any 
Indiana diploma. 

NOTE: Students currently in grades 9-11, and students in lower grades enrolled in high school courses, 
must successfully complete the high school graduation requirements set forth in IC 20-32-5-1.5 and 511 
IAC 6-7.1. 

1 Current and ongoing remote learning is encouraged to continue as determined by each local school corporation, and additional credits may be 
awarded if the school corporation determines that a student has demonstrated proficiency against the academic standards in that course as 
outlined in 511 IAC 6-7.1-1(d). 
2 The local governing body of a school corporation maintains their flexibility to waive these additional requirements in response to the COVID-

19 outbreak at their discretion. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  
  

Effective for students in the 

2020 graduation cohort 

 

School corporations have the flexibility to issue an Indiana 
diploma to a student based on a combination of: 

1. The number of high school credits earned  

PLUS 

2. The courses in which the student was enrolled 
when school was closed due to the Governor’s 
executive order on March 19, 2020. 

 
The current course and credit requirements for each diploma 
designation will not change; however, this additional flexibility 
will ensure that students who were on track to graduate prior to 
the closure of schools statewide will still be able to earn their 
high school diplomas on time. 

 
School corporations may offer eLearning or expanded learning, 
or both, for all students, including those students who fall short 
of the course and credit requirements even with this additional 
flexibility so they are able to earn the additional credits needed 
to graduate on time. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Core 40 with Academic Honors 

Under this approved flexibility, a school corporation may issue a Core 40 

with Academic Honors to a student who: 

1. Has met all of the course and credit requirements for the 

Core 40 with Academic Honors based on a combination 

of high school credits earned prior to and the courses in 

which a student was enrolled as of March 19, 2020.  

Other state honors diploma requirements must be met. 

2. Has completed, or was on track to complete, at least 

one of the requirements outlined in A through F below.  

School corporations may offer eLearning and/or expanded learning to 
continue to educate in pursuit of Indiana honors diploma requirements. 

NOTE: Seniors who do not complete courses will be held harmless with 

respect to those courses for purposes of the grade requirements in the 

honors diploma. 

 

 

Core 40 with Technical Honors  

Under this approved flexibility, a school corporation may issue a Core 40 

with Technical Honors to a student who: 

1. Has met all of the course and credit requirements for the 

Core 40 with Technical Honors based on a combination 

of high school credits earned prior to and the courses in 

which a student was enrolled as of March 19, 2020. Other 

state honors diploma requirements must be met.  

2. Has completed, or was on track to complete, at least one 

of the requirements outlined in A through D below.  

School corporations may offer eLearning and/or expanded learning to 
continue to educate in pursuit of Indiana honors diploma requirements. 

NOTE: Seniors who do not complete courses will be held harmless with 

respect to those courses for purposes of the grade requirements in the 

honors diploma. 

 

 

 



 

 
After meeting the requirement to meet and discuss the option to 
opt-out of the Core 40 curriculum described above, school 
corporations have the flexibility to issue a General diploma 
designation to a student based on a combination of: 

1. The number of high school credits earned  

PLUS 

2. The courses in which the student was enrolled 
when school was closed due to the Governor’s 
executive order on March 19, 2020. 

 
The current course and credit requirements for the General 
diploma remain in place; however, this additional flexibility will 
ensure that students who were on track to graduate prior to the 
closure of schools statewide will still be able to earn their high 
school diplomas on time. 

 
School corporations may offer eLearning or expanded learning, 
or both, for all students, including those students who fall short 
of the course and credit requirements even with this additional 
flexibility so they are able to earn the additional credits needed 
to graduate on time. 

 

 
The requirement to meet and discuss opting out of 
the Core 40 curriculum remains in place; however, 
that meeting may take place telephonically, via web 
conference, or through email communication. 
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