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Gauging and Addressing 
Pandemic Learning Loss: 

A Longer Term Perspective
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Our mission:
“To accelerate learning for all children and 
adults of all ability levels and ethnic and 

social backgrounds, worldwide.”
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New! Full-year edition
• Shows the full-year impact of the 

COVID-19 disruptions (Fall 2020–
Spring 2021)

• Largest longitudinal data sample—
3.3 million students

• National in scope—all 50 states 
and DC

• Covers grades 1–8 in reading and 
grades 2–8 in math

• Download your free copy:
renaissance.com/performing
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Reading performance
Some historical perspective

Fall: –1 PR
Winter: –2 PR
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POLL QUESTION
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Spring 2021 reading performance
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Spring 2021 reading performance
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Math performance
Some historical perspective

Fall: –7 PR
Winter: –6 PR
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Spring 2021 math performance
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Impacts translated to weeks of instruction
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Impacts translated to weeks of instruction
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Minimum weeks of instruction
The cumulative impact

Grade Reading Math TOTAL
2 4 - 4
3 8 - 8
4 12 8 20
5 12 4 16
6 12 8 20
7 12 12 24
8 12 12 24
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Approximate hours of instruction
To catch up to pre-pandemic levels of performance

Grade Weeks of Instruction Hours of Instruction
2 4 20
3 8 40
4 20 100
5 16 80
6 20 100
7 24 120
8 24 120

Options: 1. Find the hours | 2. Use the currently available hours better/more 
efficiently | 3. Do both
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What do we need to 
consider when addressing 
these realities?
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Overall averages may 
not reflect the complete 
story—particularly for 
some student groups.
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An example

Mean of 50

• 51
• 49
• 51
• 49
• 49
• 51
• 52
• 48

Mean of 50

• 51
• 49
• 35
• 65
• 25
• 75
• 5
• 95

Mean of 50

• 1
• 2
• 3
• 4
• 96
• 97
• 98
• 99
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Reading: Student groups analyses
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Reading: Student groups analyses
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Reading: Student groups analyses
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Reading: School groups analyses
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Math: Student groups analyses
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Math: Student groups analyses
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Math: Student groups analyses
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Math: School groups analyses
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What happens when 
multiple factors are 
combined?
Example: Higher poverty in urban areas
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It’s time to hear from 
you.
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“Accelerated Learning”
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Accelerated Learning
An umbrella term

- Encompasses a variety of different 
strategies

• e.g., “Acceleration Academies”
• Specific designs for instructional 

planning

- Referenced in both US DOE guidance 
and that of many states

- The common element across the 
strategies is an emphasis on 
maximizing exposure to grade-level 
content
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POLL QUESTION
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renaissance.com/focus-skills
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Disproportionate COVID-
19 impacts are not 
unique…



©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        49

…to the United States
Months behind by mid-year (Autumn 1) in England

Student group Reading Math
Overall average 1.7 months 3.7 months
Disadvantaged 2.2 months 4.5 months
English as Additional Language 2.3 months 3.3 months

Source: Education Policy Institute and Renaissance
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…to Star Assessments results
State summative testing—Texas
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…to Star Assessments results
State summative testing—Indiana
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…to K–12 educational outcomes
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…to K–12 educational outcomes
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And we need a targeted 
response.
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How do schools use the 
How Kids Are Performing 
report?
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POLL QUESTION
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How do schools use the 
How Kids Are Performing 
report?
First, as a reference point…



©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        58

renaissance.com/performing
State-specific metrics (available for most states)



©Copyright 2021 Renaissance Learning Inc. All rights reserved.        59

renaissance.com/performing
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How do schools use the 
How Kids Are Performing 
report?
Second, likely, as a way to create urgency…
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Books by John Kotter

1996 2008
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Sources of complacency (Kotter, 1996)

• The absence of a major visible crisis
• Lack of sufficient performance feedback 

from external forces
• Internal measurement systems that focus 

on the wrong performance indexes
• A kill-the-messenger, low-candor, low-

confrontation culture
• Human nature, with its capacity for denial, 

especially if people are already busy or 
stressed

• Too much happy talk from senior leaders
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There is a fire that has to be lit someway, somehow. —F.H.
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Find even more in the full report

• More information about Focus 
Skills

• Trip Steps, the most difficult math 
skills for students to learn

• Ongoing dialogue in future 
Renaissance blogs and webinars

• Download your free copy:
renaissance.com/performing
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What does all of this 
mean? Is there any good 
news?
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In some ways, education 
has been here before.
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Instruction in a school’s cellar or
basement was common during WWII.
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Instruction in a school’s cellar or
basement was common during WWII.

In some European countries, 75% 
of schools were damaged, destroyed, or occupied.
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Radio instruction during 
a polio outbreak.

Instruction in a school’s cellar or
basement was common during WWII.

In some European countries, 75% 
of schools were damaged, destroyed, or occupied.
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“The persistence of a 
sizable earnings 
effect some 40
years after the end of 
the conflict appears 
hardly debatable.”
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We are the educators of 
this unique moment. 
What will history say of 
us?


